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National Changes

• A*-G

• C grade = good pass

• Coursework, exams

• Modules, retakes

New System

• 9-1

• Grade 5 = Strong  pass

• Grade 4 = Standard pass

• More exams

• “increased rigour”

• Linear

Old System

L2D*

L2D

L2M
L2P
L1D

L1M

L1P

U
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Qualifications now…

• Greater demand on students

• Linear 

• More knowledge

• Harder knowledge

• Assessment structure

• GCSEs will become more important to students wanting to go 
on to Higher Education

• Change in proportions entered for Foundation/Higher
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Qualifications now…

• Long-term retention 

• Synoptic knowledge required “disconnection is the enemy”

• Apply knowledge in new and unfamiliar contexts 

• Higher order thinking skills, critical thinking, problem solving

• Extended writing

• Limited controlled assessment ‘safety net’ in most subjects
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GCSE Exam Load

Steve (Old GCSEs) Steph (New GCSEs)

Total Exams 13 Total Exams: 22

Hours in 
Exam Hall

183/4 

Hours
Hours in 

Exam Hall
33

Hours

Total
Assessment 

by Exam
49%

Total
Assessment 

by Exam
86.5%
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Implications

•Planner & Doddle & 
Educake

•Copy up notes after 
absence

•Regularly re-read 
classwork

•Plan your revision

•Revise (even when not 
set as HW)
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Revision

“ I hated every minute of training, but I said, 
“Don’t quit. Suffer now and live the rest of 
your life as a champion.”

–Muhammad Ali
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Where?

http://news.psu.edu/photo/275705/2013/05/02/finals-week-studying-2013-001
http://news.psu.edu/photo/275705/2013/05/02/finals-week-studying-2013-001
http://first.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Exam-revision.jpg
http://first.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Exam-revision.jpg
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How Long?

• 25 minutes

• 5 minute break

• 25 minutes

• 5 minute break

• 25 minutes

• Longer break
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How Long?



R
esp

ectfu
l, R

eflective, R
esilien

t, R
eso

u
rcefu

l, R
esp

o
n

sib
le

How Long?
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Why?
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How?
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How?

Scientific research shows the most effective 
techniques to be….

•Practise tests
• Interleaving tests
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Top Tips

Have deadlines and stick to them 

Be realistic with your timetable & interleave

Revision techniques 

Get help if it is needed 

Don’t get stressed: preparation is the key

 Know all about the exam



R
esp

ectfu
l, R

eflective, R
esilien

t, R
eso

u
rcefu

l, R
esp

o
n

sib
le

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.tbcpersonaltrainers.com/crazywraps.htm&ei=BwnUVITSM6i37AaKs4GgAg&bvm=bv.85464276,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH4hTafUPEy8CploLxuVVQ6Xk9KVg&ust=1423268465936686
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.tbcpersonaltrainers.com/crazywraps.htm&ei=BwnUVITSM6i37AaKs4GgAg&bvm=bv.85464276,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH4hTafUPEy8CploLxuVVQ6Xk9KVg&ust=1423268465936686


Y11 P.I.E.
Who am I and why am I here?



Mnemonics
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What is a 
mnemonic?
A system such as a pattern of letters, ideas, or 
associations which assists in remembering 
something.
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ORANGE
EGGS 
IN 
ALASKA Ms. Harwood
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OEIAONOMATOP
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S   H   A   M   P   O   O S

Mr. Hill
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imile

yperbole

lliteration

etaphor

ersonification

nomatopoeia

xymoron

ibilance



R
esp

ectfu
l, R

eflective, R
esilien

t, R
eso

u
rcefu

l, R
esp

o
n

sib
le

Energy = power x time
E=P x t

Ms. Barnfather

Elephants Poo Turnips 
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Mainstreamers
Reformers
Succeeders

Aspirers
Resigned
Strugglers
Explorers

Young and 
Rubicam's 
Cross Cultural 
Consumer 
Characteristics



Flashcards
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Flashcards
A card containing a small amount of 
information, held up for pupils to see, as an aid 
to learning
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Effective
- Don’t overload.

- Don’t underload.

- Make your own! 

- Tailor it to suit you and how you learn.

- Illustrate and colour with minimal words.

- Organise neatly, keep it brief and efficient.

- Test yourself!
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Patterns
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Patterns
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071-421-283-542
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Patterns
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07 14 21 28 35 42
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How many dots?











Mind Mapping
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4pKLkiPDKAhXL2xoKHbq4CbAQjRwIBw&url=https://gcse.wordpress.com/mind-maps/&bvm=bv.113943164,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGHAHdXykdFOn2ybg4GKcx7khJnfg&ust=1455292393090439
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4pKLkiPDKAhXL2xoKHbq4CbAQjRwIBw&url=https://gcse.wordpress.com/mind-maps/&bvm=bv.113943164,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGHAHdXykdFOn2ybg4GKcx7khJnfg&ust=1455292393090439
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Top Tips to being a Successful Mind Mapper

•Patterns! If you can put all of the related 
information on one branch this will help you to 
remember the pattern you created. 

•Colours! Using different colours for different topics 
and sections of what you are revising will again 
help you to see a pattern in your work and hence 
remember. 
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Top Tips to being a Successful Mind Mapper

•Short words! Keep it brief, you won’t be able to 
remember long rambling sentences. 

• Illustrations! Draw yourself pictures and 
cartoons that might help you to remember the 
information you might need.
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A Reminder

Rereading and highlighting 

DOES NOT 

count as good revision techniques



Thank you.



Revision

English



Parents’ Guide To Passing English At 4-9 
Revise, revise, revise

• Both Literature and Language are 100% examination this year which means 

there is huge ‘memory’ pressure.

• For Literature, students have to know: a Shakespeare text, a ‘modern’ text, a 

19th Century novel and 15 poems. They should be choosing quotations to 

learn but also need to know analytical information/terms. The longest exam 

is 2 hours 15 minutes which is a long time to sit in silence if you don’t know 

what to write! Students will have revision materials produced by us, as well 

as the revision books they purchased earlier this year. 

1

Help us to help them!  Encourage them to spend time every week revising quotations 

for Lit. Encourage them to attend extra help sessions. Test them on quotations! Get 

them to put quotation cards round the house so anyone can test them …



2 Language exams

Timing is crucial!! SPEED is incredibly important.

Section A in both papers tests READING skills.

Section B in both papers tests WRITING skills.

Students will be given 2 revision booklets – one for each paper. These 

are specifically targeting the exams and have extra hints/tips built in 

which other schools will not have. They need to use them!

Help us to help them!  Open any of the Lit or Lang booklets and test them! They 

should know how long to spend on each question, the structure of the answer, 

how many marks etc! Fix pages to the fridge door! Find that extra space on a 

notice board! Buy a notice board! The more times they see the information, the 

more likely they will be to remember it!

2

Parents’ Guide To Passing English At 4-9 



3
FINALLY!  They have a lot of reading/writing to do in a short time. 
Any practice will be helpful. 

Get them reading the newspaper then ask them what they think. See 
what they feel about a headline or a picture attached to an article.

Parents’ Guide To Passing English At 4-9 



Revision

Maths



Exam Board – Edexcel (1MA1 1-9)

GCSE Exams

Thurs 21st May (am) – Paper 1 (no calculator)

Thurs 6th June (am) – Paper 2 (calculator allowed) 

Thurs 11th June (am) – Paper 3 (calculator allowed) 

Mock Exams

Wednesday 18th Dec (pm) – Paper 1 (no calculator)

Tuesday 8th Jan (pm) – Paper 2 (calculator)

Thursday 17th Jan (pm) – Paper 3 (calculator)



PAST PAPERS AND MARK SCHEMES

www.mathsmadeeasy
.co.uk/gcsemathspast
papers.htm

http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcsemathspastpapers.htm


RESOURCES 

•

• New Mills Maths http://www.newmillsmaths.co.uk

• BBCBitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6pfb9q

• Corbett Maths http://corbettmaths.com/

• Maths Genie  https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk

• CGP GCSE Maths (1-9) Edexcel Revision Guide – Higher/Foundation 
- by Richard Parsons (Author) 

• CGP GCSE Maths (1-9) Edexcel Exam Practice Workbook –
Higher/Foundation 

http://www.newmillsmaths.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6pfb9q
http://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html


New Mills School Mathematics 
Department

Vision: Outstanding learning for outstanding futures 

Y11 Maths Information Sheet
GCSE Mathematics 
 
Exam Board – Edexcel 
 
3 x 90 minute papers  2017 
 
Paper 1: Thursday 25th May  
Paper 2: Thursday 8th June  
Paper 3: Tuesday 13th June  
 
All based on final exams - No coursework 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Foundation 
        

        
Higher 

G F E D C B A A* 

 
Internal assessments 
 
wb 20th Feb   Paper 1 (no calculator) 
 
wb 27th Feb  Paper 2 (calculator) 

Paper 3 (calculator) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PAST PAPERS AND MARK SCHEMES 
 
http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcsemathspastpapers.htm 
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/resources.html 
 
 

MATHEMATICS WORKSHOPS   
 
Monday- Friday 12:25-12:55  
Tuesday – Friday 3:10-4:10 SDC 
Tues/Wed/Thurs 3:10-4:00 M2/M4 
 

RESOURCES  
 
New Mills Maths http://www.newmillsmaths.co.uk 
 
MyMaths http://www.mymaths.co.uk/    

Login: newmills Pass: nonagon 

 
BBCBitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6pfb9q 

 
Corbett Maths http://corbettmaths.com/ 

 
King Edwards http://keshmaths.com/gcse-maths-takeaway-3/ 
 

CGP GCSE Maths (9-1) Edexcel Revision Guide - Higher - by 

Richard Parsons (Author)  



New Mills School Mathematics 
Department

Vision: Outstanding learning for outstanding futures 



Mathematics Revision

Wednesday & Thursday 12:25-12:55 M6

Tuesday – Friday 3:10-4:10 SDC

Tues/Wed/Thurs 3:10-4:00 M1/M2/M4/M5



Revision

EBacc



Science assessment 

• Combined science:
• 6 exams 1 hr 15 minutes each

• 2 each for Biology, Chemistry and Physics

• Separate Science
• 6 exams 1 hour 45 minutes each

• 2 each for Biology, Chemistry, Physics



Science tips – Students should…

• Use checklists 
• Use class books, revision guides and GCSE bitesize science (choose 

AQA)
• Set questions on Educake
• Attend Wednesday revision sessions - come to these sessions with 

problems and questions 
• Ask class teachers for a set of GCSE past questions on topics of 

concern
• Learn physics equations 
• Don’t forget the required practical components



EBacc tips – Students should….

• Re-visit notes after every lesson to make revision easier and more 

effective

• Use revision guides and practice booklets

• Catch up after every lesson missed (before the lesson)

• Use revision checklists 

• Make and use flashcards

• Attend revision sessions

• Get tested by someone using revision materials and/or 

websites/apps



EBacc tips – Students should….

• Geography – learn the case studies

• Geography – use BBC Bitesize GCSE, Cool Geography

• French/German – download and use the Memrise app. (it’s free!)

• French – Focus on knowing grammar!  Verbs, verbs, verbs…

• French – Do extra verb practice at languagesonline.org.uk or via 

French Verb Blitz

• French/German – Complete speaking booklet

• German – use www.duolingo.com with someone to test

• Computer Science – practise written answers! 

http://www.duolingo.com/
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Open



Open

• The 'Open' Faculty is new this year at New Mills School. It 
contains many of the Creative Arts and Vocational 
Subjects and there is much commonality in the structure, 
delivery methods and assessment for these courses.

• 'Open' Subjects are likely to contain:
A large coursework element
Plenty of practical work
A focus on skills and problem solving
Essential extra-curricular elements (such as playing an 

instrument or being a member of a sport team)



Open

• The full faculty subject list is: Art, Drama, Media, Music, Sport Science, 
Construction, Engineering, Catering

• Students frequently report that they 'enjoy' these option subjects, but 
don’t always achieve as well as they should. They must ensure a 
consistent approach to all their learning and not prioritise subjects.

• Unlike many of the subjects found in other faculties, 'Open' 
qualifications still contain substantial coursework elements. 
These tend to take the form of large projects that have written, design 
and practical components. Students often find these projects very 
stimulating and frequently achieve their aspirational target grade in 
them. Meeting deadlines for these projects is essential
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How You Can Help…

Subject Coursework 
Element

Examined
Element

Art 60% 40%

Catering 60% 40%

Construction 50% 50%

Drama 60% 40%

Engineering 75% 25%

Media Studies 75% 25%

Music 60% 40%

Sport Science 40% 60%

Supporting Coursework Completion

• Coursework makes up 50% or more of the overall 
mark in nearly every 'Open' subject

• Ensuring that all coursework tasks are completed 
is essential to success

• Coursework will frequently require students to 
complete work outside of the classroom

• There will be regular deadlines that must be met 
in order to ensure all work can benefit from 
feedback and still be completed in the allotted 
time.

In Y11 most 'Open' subjects will have a range of coursework task that need 
completion. Check regularly with your child that they are up to date with 
this. Check Doddle to ensure all homework is being completed. Help us to be 
strict with deadlines.



Revision

Thank you


